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Abstract

Gender in Textbooks:
Analyzing the Meaning of Gender Equality
Manifested in High School ‘Society and Culture’

Textbooks from the Feminist Theoretical Perspectives

Jho, Daehoon

(Professor, Sungshin Women’s University)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the concept of gender equality
described in the high school social studies elective subject “Social and
Culture” textbooks from the theoretical perspective of feminism. After
reviewing the concept of gender equality and theoretical streams, the
researcher developed a framework of content analysis for the textbooks and
applied it to the analysis of the relevant textbook units. The major findings
from this study are summarized as follows. First, the concept of gender in
‘Social and Culture’ textbooks took the perspective of liberal feminism
combined with the partial elements of radical feminism. Second, ‘education
of equality for two sexes (yamgseong pyeongdeung kyoyuk)’ as the implicit
principle was found across all five textbooks; stories of particular gender
identities and experiences tended to be excluded by so-called ‘gender
erasure,” resulting in a distortion of the concept of gender. Third, the

concept of gender equality in ‘Society and Culture’ textbooks was also
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characterized by the exclusivity of nationalistic feminism; as a result, the
learning about the boundaries and scalability of gender issues tended to be
limited or overlooked. The major research findigs of the study provide
educational implications for the fields of the textbook research based on the
2022 revised curriculum, the research on gender education, and the research

on school curriculum policies.

Key words : Gender equality, Gender inequality, Feminism, Social minorities, Social

studies textbook
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